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her tolerant rule. They might talk of religious
freedom, but most of them were more concerned
with offices of government, and these offices the
queen-mother insisted upon reserving for French
favourites or for ecclesiastics. When Knox came
to Scotland^ a number of the lords sought him
out and treated him as a valuable ally. In their
eyes he was an important man - one who carried
the hallmark of success in other countries. If
Protestantism were to succeed in Scotland - and
only by the victory of Protestantism could they
hope to obtain for themselves the positions then
occupied by Catholic ecclesiastics and by French-
men - Knox's talents must be enlisted on their
side. Such a reception overwhelmed Knox ; but
even more encouraging to him were the audiences
that hastened to listen to his preaching in different
parts of the country.
There had been a great reaction against
Catholicism and its representatives. The Catholic
Church possessed half the wealth of Scotland. In
the course of generations^ the monasteries had
acquired tremendous properties^ and the tithes of
many parishes had been ceded to the abbeys at
the expense of the local churches. The clergy
were corrupt, out of touch with the common
people, careless of their mission. Men and women
had grown weary of the extortions practised by
the immoral and Incompetent priests, who
neglected to perform services and flaunted their